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Stuart BELL

My principal place of residence is in the Okara
Ward area. I am also standing for Mayor.

I live with my partner Kate, and the youngest of
our two children will soon be leaving home to
further her education. Whangarei has been a
great place for us to raise our family but it can be

better. 
I have enjoyed my first term as an elected Councillor and the
experience and knowledge of the Council's processes and
operations I have gained through this. 
For me, there must always be positive and proactive
engagement by the Council with the Communities it serves. I
will continue to advocate for fair and equitable opportunities
for you to contribute to the Council decisions that shape the
Whangarei District, the naturally outstanding place where we
live, work, and play.
I understand the responsibilities you entrust to your Councillors
and believe both the elected Council and Council staff must
continue to strive to do the very best they can for the
Whangarei District's residents.
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Kay Elizabeth BRITTENDEN
Independent

My principal place of residence is in the Okara
Ward area. I am also standing for Mayor,
Northland DHB.

As an elected representative of the Whangarei
District I would concentrate on developing
policies that would attract new business while

focusing on retaining those businesses that already exist - the
utility rates increase last year wouldn't have been something
that I would ever have been in favour of as this put even more
pressure on some companies that were just hanging in there
anyway.
Having managed an accounting firm for the last 18 months I
had a chance to talk to business owners about the issues facing
them and so we need to be mindful that we as a community
rely on small businesses and therefore need to encourage
growth. 
I've been managing companies for the last 20 years and so have
knowledge of strategic planning, communication, project
management, fiscal responsibility an understanding of legal
documents. All qualities that would be of value to the people of
the Whangarei District.
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Chris CAREY

My principal place of residence is in the Okara
Ward area.

Our District is growing faster than predicted. We
need to be ready for the changes that lie ahead,
with an ever-expanding Auckland, and
connectivity to the world.

As your representative on council I would be listening to you,
your-ideas, and working on your behalf to ensure that we can
continue to provide for the lifestyle we expect into the future.
I would work to ensure the council is user friendly and
approachable, a collaborative council that meets your
expectation for progress. The Okara Ward should be the heart-
beat of the district. I will work to encourage diversification of
business in the area and the creation of well-paid employment.
We need a vibrant entertainment and arts scene, and ensure
our precious natural environment is taken care of. I bring a wide
experience in business, community service, volunteering,
education, and the arts to the Okara Ward and council.
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Vince COCURULLO
Go - Whangarei

My principal place of residence is in the Okara
Ward area. I am also standing for Northland DHB.

Living and working in our Beautiful district of
Whangarei, and getting involved in all things
local, I'm motivated to see our district grow.
Roading, flooding, connecting our community,

and revitalizing our city are all important to me.
As part of the Go-Whangarei team, I make a promise to cap
rates, bring back free parking, make our Council more
community focused and help remove the bureaucracy from
within our Councils.
For the past 16 years I have been running a successful IT firm,
fixing the communities issues with technology and helping them
to navigate through Councils red tape. With my 26 years of
working in and around the Civil engineering trades, finding
favourable outcomes is what I do.
The Go-Whangarei team is focused on getting results, and
moving our district forward to a brighter future.
www.gowhangarei.kiwi
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Adam FARRELL
Independent

My principal place of residence is in the Okara
Ward area.

I'm 53, married with 4 children and have lived in
the area for over 15 years.
I'm employed by Fletcher Infrastructure as an
Engineering Superintendent and I have managed

a number of large infrastructure projects over the past 17 years
in NZ and abroad.
I have also served in the NZ Police and an Australian Law
Enforcement Agency for a period of 12 years.
I'm soon to commence as a Superintendent on the Puhoi to
Wellsford Motorway extension. A vital piece of infrastructure in
the future of Whangarei and Northland.
My reasons for standing: I feel our current council lacks
direction. It seems to be more reactionary rather than acting
from a dedicated plan; Council should stand for the community
and provide value for money governance, plan and provide
infrastructure in support of private enterprise; I'd like to put
some direction into the council with a common sense
collaborative approach.
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Angela GILL
Go - Whangarei

My principal place of residence is not in the
Okara Ward area.

www.gowhangarei.kiwi
I am your affiliated Go-Whangarei candidate in
the Okara Ward along with Vince Cocurullo,
Chrissi McLeod and Wilz Leonard.

My passion, integrity and love of life is what drives me to be the
best I can be, prioritising being a busy mother to three active
young boys, as well as focusing on a long term career as an
accountant and business woman. I thrive on actively
participating within my community through the use of my
professional skills and services in support of a progressive and
happier place for everyone.  I see Whangarei flourishing into an
even more beautiful city, and believing that I can use my
passion and focus as being a part of that exciting journey, is the
essential reward as a councillor.
Together with Go- Whangarei I stand for:
No rates increases; Free Parking; Cheaper rubbish, Increased
community funding; Less Bureaucracy.

tayab
Text Box
NOMINATION CANCELLED. ELECTORS OF THE OKARA WARD ARE ADVISED NOT TO VOTE FOR THIS CANDIDATE.



Whangarei District Council
Okara Ward
Electing 4 Councillors

Tony GILL

My principal place of residence is in the Okara
Ward area.

My name is Tony Gill I'm the type of person you
need in the Council who loves challengers, which
has passion, will talk to anyone to get your view.
Tony Gill is the person who gives his views to you,

he wont sit on the fence. With determination Tony wants to
earn your respect and he's prepared to change his view if you
can explain to him a better solution. I enjoy working as a team
member however will voice your concern even if I be different
to your concern. Why? Because Tony is working for you.
Whangarei district has many projects on the way
communication is the KEY. Getting infrastructure right being on
the same page will reduce costs overall.
Let the public know more, time frames and reasons should
reduce some hesitant of change. Tony believes many issues can
be resolved with good communication.
Thanks Tony Gill.
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Sue GLEN

My principal place of residence is in the Okara
Ward area.

As a current councillor I am determined to
represent our District to the very best of my
ability. I take a well-balanced approach in all
areas of council which includes infrastructure and

finance committees, Onerahi Community Association,
Northable, Paper-Mill, Disability Advisory Group, Airport Noise
Management and Quarry Gardens. Recently we completed the
jewel in the crown - a new building and cafe at the beautiful
gardens, this follows on from the recent upgrade of the Onerahi
Shopping Centre. On another note; making sure families are
safe and cared for by showing a strong voice re local alcohol
policy.
Our major district wide projects this term have shown a higher
standard of development and beautification than was ever
anticipated - take the loop walkway and shared path along
Riverside - fantastic. I thrive on hard work, coupled with a
forthright, sensible outlook, and I sincerely ask for your vote.
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Deborah HARDING

My principal place of residence is not in the
Okara Ward area.

Kia Ora
I'm Deb Harding of Toe Toe Road, Otaika.  I am
standing for election to the Whangarei District
Council in the Okara ward.

I have enjoyed living, working and playing in the Whangarei
area for over 25 years.
Effective governance is important to me.  I currently serve the
Whangarei community through several voluntary trusts
including Northland Event Centre (Toll Stadium), Reconnect
Northland (environmental biodiversity), Jigsaw North
(counselling and social services) and Te Karearea (Strategic
partnership comprising Whangarei Häpu representatives and
Whangarei District Councillors).
The diverse community involvement has shaped my holistic
perspective of the socio economic, cultural and environmental
wellbeing of our residents in Whangarei.  Representing
Whangarei in competitive sports has also built my sense of pride
in this place and its people.
My aspiration for Whangarei is that our community is
empowered to create a safe and prosperous district to live in
and a vibrant place to visit.
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Cherry HERMON

My principal place of residence is not in the
Okara Ward area.

I'm a current District Councillor, company director
and business manager, with a background
qualification as a Medical Radiation Technologist.
I offer experience, vision, energy and financial

discipline. 
Whangarei has never looked better. Its great to see our sense of
pride emerging through the Loop Walkway, and the 20/20
Momentum projects, and soon every suburb will have easy
access to shared walking and cycling pathways. I am equally
committed to protecting our harbour, investment in roading,
infrastructure maintenance, excellent water quality, public
safety and affordable parking. 
I have a strong focus on enlivening our fantastic inner city and
want to encourage business and development here to create
jobs for our young people, so they can stay and raise their
families, and contribute to our growth. I hope to continue to
help Whangarei become an exciting and prosperous place to
live.
Whangarei.. keeps getting better and better!
Please visit my website www.cherryhermon.co.nz
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Ash HOLWELL
TogetherTahi

My principal place of residence is in the Okara
Ward area. I am also standing for Mayor.

Born in Whängärei, I loved my younger years
here before travelling to study, work, and
experience other ways of living. Energised and
inspired by my travels, I returned home four years

ago - and fell in love with Whängärei again.
I enjoy being part of our unique community and creating
organisations and spaces that aim to help the district flourish. I
hope to continue this work as your Okara representative -
believing in sharing, care, and doing things together. 
We can all work together to create a Whängärei that values us
all, and is valuable to us. TogetherTahi believes that our council
should reflect the diversity of our community, be more open
about its decision-making, and encourage wider participation in
the conversations about how we can make our district a great
place for everyone who lives here.

Töku whakapono, ka taea tätou te whakatau kia pëhea tö
tatou nohotahi , ora tahi kia kite atu te katoa I te mana o te
häpori whänui.
I whänau au i Whängärei nei , he wähi ataahua tënei hei
whakatupu I ngä tämariki, he manawanui ki töku whenua tipu.
I wehe atu au ki te kite I ngä ähuaranga I täwahi I Ingarangi
nöki. Katahi au ka hoki mai ki te kainga I ngä wha tau ki muri
nä taua haerenga oku ka piki te kaha o te ngao, Ahakoa ngaro
atu mo ngä tau e wha e kore te aroha e mimiti noa mo töku
kainga.
He whakahirahira möku ki te noho ki tënei häpori, ä, ki te
waihanga kaupapa hou kia püawai ai tënei taone. Ka mahi
tonu au hei mängai mo Okara takiwa, kia whakapono au ma te
kotahitanga, tiakitanga, me te mahitahi tätou katoa ora ai.
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Chris LEITCH
Independent

My principal place of residence is in the Okara
Ward area.

I have considerable experience in public office
having been elected to the Waitemata Electricity
Trust which resisted attempts by a foreign
corporate to get full ownership and asset strip

the power company, and the Auckland Regional Services Trust
which paid off millions of dollars of debt while successfully
keeping revenue-earning infrastructure assets in public
ownership.
Locally I have served Whangarei as Board Chairman of the
Whangarei Youth Centre and Onerahi Primary School.
I have recently run a series of public meetings informing people
about the perils of the Trans Pacific Partnership Agreement.
As a councillor I will work to get the city's debt and rates down,
improve our roads, and support local businesses. A particular
focus will be advancing the plan for a rail line to the port at
Marsden Point.
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Wilz LEONARD
Go - Whangarei

My principal place of residence is not in the
Okara Ward area.

www.gowhangarei.kiwi
Together with Go-Whangarei affiliates Angela
Gill, Vince Cocurullo and Chrissi McLeod, I am
standing for election in Okara.

As someone who works in the multi-media/social media world, I
have many years of working with clients to get the best results
for them. I understand all forms of media communication and I
thrive on how to make them work for my clients.
Professional experience has taught me to value big ideas and
dreams, how to resolve issues of a complex nature, encourage
others and how to knuckle down and get jobs done. Both the
community and business worlds that I live in inspire me towards
a brighter future.
As a member of the Go-Whangarei team, we promise to stop
rate increases, encourage parking within the city, make rubbish
collections cheaper, enable more community funding and
remove the red tape to encourage and support greater
economic growth to benefit our communities.
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Brent MAWSON

My principal place of residence is in the Okara
Ward area.

I want to make the district a better place for my
grandchildren and the youth of the district.
To achieve that, I want to see a tertiary hub
developed in the city centre, the central business

district re-vitalised, growth of community and cultural
opportunities, expansion of the walkway and cycle network and
the development of tourism opportunities arising from the
Hundertwasser project. I also believe Whangarei District Council
needs to strengthen ties with the Maori community.
My commitment to our community includes; being a trustee on
the Taitokerau Education Trust, member of the Onerahi
Community Association, on the Onerahi True Tales book
editorial group, on the Onerahi Long term Planning group and
the KiwiNorth LEOTC Advisory Board. I was a Whangarei City
Councillor for twelve years, played rugby for Northland and
founded the Whangarei District Historical Society. Recently I
retired as leader of the University of Auckland's Whangarei
campus.
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Brian MCLACHLAN

My principal place of residence is in the Okara
Ward area.

I've represented Okara as a Councillor for the
past nine years.
I have listened to local residents and represented
those views on Council, and am proud to have

achieved better outcomes on key issues. As a member of the
Infrastructure and Services committee, I've played a key role in
seeing a number of major capital projects completed
(cycle/walkways as an example).
On the Finance Committee I've advocated for spending within
our means, capping debt, and capping rates rises to no more
than the rate of inflation. I initiated a referendum on the
Hundertwasser project and I am a strong advocate for the
Marsden Point Rail Link. I am a major driver of the proposed
new marina.
I'm pragmatic, down to earth and persistent in following up
when things are not right. I always have, and always will put
ratepayers first.
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Chrissi MCLEOD
Go - Whangarei

My principal place of residence is in the Okara
Ward area.

www.gowhangarei.kiwi
I am an affiliated Go-Whangarei candidate
standing in Okara together with my 3 fellow Go-
Whangarei team members. 

As a mother of 3 children and with 3 grandchildren, I
understand the importance of family and community. My
partner and I are central city business owners and are currently
developing backpackers accommodation in the CBD. 
I'm passionate about making spaces into better places and see
Whangarei as a fantastic playground of mountains, rivers and
beaches and that we need to ensure that infrastructure can
handle new growth and satisfy everyone in our community. 
I am a supporter of sound economic growth and believe that a
happy community is a safer community. 
If I am voted as your councillor along with my fellow Go
Whangarei team candidates we have all promised:
No rate increases; Free Parking; Cheaper Rubbish; More
community funding; Less bureaucracy.
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Greg SHIPTON

My principal place of residence is in the Okara
Ward area.

I have spent most of my life serving the
community through Policing and Sport. My
Involvement includes: Member of the Athletics
Track Trust; Life member of the Marist Sports

Club; Tennis Coach; Rugby Coach; Community Policeman (long
Service and Good Conduct medal); Manager N.Z. u/19 Rugby
Team (world champions 3 times).
Skills: Management Skills; Communication Skills; Problem
Solving Skills; Advanced Investigator (motor Vehicle Accidents).
I have a clear, logical mind with a practical approach to problem
Solving. I have a genuine interest in making our Community a
better place to Live.
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Greg WEAVER

My principal place of residence is in the Okara
Ward area.

My family has been part of the Whangarei area
for over 140 years. My great grandfather
established a farm on what is now Whangarei
Intermediate that was widely known throughout

the region for its beauty and produce. He was a highly regarded
member of the Whangarei community and I feel it is now my
turn to carry on the family values that he started and become
involved in my community. I am not promising any quick fixes to
anything that people consider need attention, but I do promise
that I will serve the community and not pursue any personal
agendas if elected to Council. 
I lived in Wellington for 28 years and since returning to
Whangarei in 2004 I have been involved with the WBHS Old
Boys' Association. That background alone I feel will hold me in
good stead to serve the people of Whangarei.
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